THE   CONCERT   OF  EUROPE
these again had to be scratched out. Finally, the reason for the war was ignored and this formula was adapted; "re/eve k defi": accept the challenge.
At i p.m. it was telegraphed to the Ambassador, to be presented at five. At two o'clock a fresh telegram from the Tsar suddenly arrived in Berlin. At the time, however, no one thought of wiring as a first step to the Ambassador, bidding him hold up the declaration of war till further orders, although the Tsar's most sensible telegram ran:
"/ understand that you are obliged to mobilise, but I wish to have the same guarantee from you that I gave you, that these measures do not mean war and that we shall continue negotiating"
Nevertheless, Jagow and Zimmermann drive to the Palace to stop the mobilisation. Although unsuccessful in this all-important point, the one remains two years longer in office, the other three.
At five o'clock in the afternoon cars come tearing down the Linden from the Palace; officers stand up in them, wave handkerchiefs, and shout through their cupped hands: "Mobilisation!" The crowd cheers, and swarms round them..
Only in the Palace itself, in the shadow of the royal wings, everything proceeds with Prussian discipline. The report says: "At the Kaiser's orders a policeman stepped before the gate of the Palace, shortly after five o'clock, and informed the waiting crowd that the decision to mobilise had been taken. The crowd, deeply moved, struck up the hymn, 'Now thank we all our God.' "
The Foreign Office had sent the declaration of war to the Ambassador in Petersburg, not only in French but also in two alternative forms in cipher, according to whether the enemy returned a refusal or no answer at all. The Ambassador had thus nothing to do beyond carrying the message.ally the Prime Minister on whom he has just
